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2025 UC-CUBA Graduate Student Conference & Workshop

9:00 a.m. Continental Breakfast

9:40 a.m. Opening Invocation
Anita Casavantes Bradford

9:45 a.m. Opening Remarks
Lydia Millhon and Camila Sanhueza

10:00 a.m. | Panel One
Pureza: Post/colonial Discourse on Race
Mira Wasserman / History

Discussant: Tom McEnaney

10:30 a.m. | Break

10:45 a.m. | Panel Two

Private and Public Realms Collide: Lourdes Casal’s
internationalist vision of social change

Laura Barber / Spanish and Portuguese
Domestic and international realities of Islam in
Cuba

Anthony Zetino / Latin American Studies
Discussant: Sara Kozameh

11:30 a.m. Remarks

Chair Glenda Flores and

Social Sciences Dean Bill Maurer

12:00 p.m. Lunch

1:00 p.m. Graduate Student Networking

2:00 p.m. | Panel Three
Overseas Undercurrents
Lucia Hermann Benitez / Creative Writing

Sanctions and Democracy: High Rates of Political
Participation-Referendum in Cuba’s New Families
Code

Michelle Ceballos / Sociology

Discussant: Robin Derby

3:00 p.m. | Panel Four

Under the eye: Cuba’s experience and hurricane
response system 1970-2018

Allison Baker /History

Discussant: Genesis Lara

3:30 p.m.
UC-CUBA updates and Works-in-progress

4:00 p.m.
Palabras de agradecimiento a Ivette Hernandez
Torres

4:15 p.m. Poema

4:30 p.m. Closing Remarks
Monika Gosin

5:00 p.m. Dinner
(Location TBA)

Discussants at large: Anita Casavantes Bradford,
Monika Gosin, Ivette Herndndez Torres, Charlie
Hankin, Nancy Burke

Raices y Rutas: Remapping Cuba from Within and Beyond is the 15" graduate student conference
of the UC-CUBA Academic Initiative. The conference brings together graduate students and faculty
members from various fields in the University of California system to discuss graduate research
relating to Cuba. The UC-CUBA Academic Initiative is led by a consortium of faculty members and
graduate students who study Cuba. The initiative is multidisciplinary and includes members from
nine University of California campuses. In addition to its annual conference, UC-CUBA sometimes
offers grants to graduate students pursuing research on topics related to Cuba.

For more information, please visit UC-CUBA’s page at: www.uccuba.socsci.uci.edu



